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Moving Targets:
web preservation and sustainable citation
• Why do we cite?
• Web preservation
• Referencing web archives
• Blogs and blog archives
• Citation Repositories
• Institutional approaches
• Information skills
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Why do we cite?
• To allow those reading the record of what youʼve done 
to read the sources you have read. 
• To credit, and show you have read, the key relevant work 
and can use it to support your arguments and so indicate 
where your work has taken you further. 
• Citing and referencing work you have read and used 
avoids plagiarism. 
Citing References: Why and how to do it
University of Edinburgh Information Services
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Web preservation
“ a series of managed activities 
necessary to ensure 
continued access [...] 
for as long as necessary ” 
Digital Preservation Coalition, 2002
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Web preservation
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Web archiving
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Web archiving
IRM10 Licence: CC-BY-SA
Information literacy
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Beacon cited in fog
• Kelly, Brian (2008).  Auricle: The Case Of The 
Disappearing E-learning Blog. In JISC-PoWR Blog. http://
jiscpowr.jiscinvolve.org/2008/09/01/auricle-the-case-of-
the-disappearing-e-learning-blog/ Retrieved April 26th 
2009.
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Beacon cited in fog
• Kelly, Brian (2008).  Auricle: The Case Of The 
Disappearing E-learning Blog. In JISC-PoWR Blog. 
http://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/
20090401212150/http://jiscpowr.jiscinvolve.org/
2008/09/01/auricle-the-case-of-the-disappearing-e-
learning-blog/ Retrieved April 26th 2009.
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Blogs
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Blogs
Blogs are evolving and being used for many valuable 
activities (here we highlightscholarship). Some bloggers 
spend hours or more on a post. Bill Hooker has an 
incredible set of statistics about the cost of Open Access 
and Toll Access publications, page charges, etc. Normally 
that would get published in a journal no-one reads […] So 
I tend to work out my half-baked ideas in public.
Peter Murray Rust
http://tinyurl.com/nmnrnx
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Blogs
Itʼs easy to miss the impact of blogs on research, because 
most science blogs focus on outreach. But more and more 
blogs contain high quality research content. [...] What 
weʼre seeing here is a spectacular expansion in the range 
of the blog medium. By comparison, the journals are 
standing still.
Michael Nielsen
http://tinyurl.com/otydah
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Blogs
The discrete “item” — the book, the journal article — is 
becoming less and less relevant in todayʼs interconnected 
world. […] For the library, what this means is that 
collections work will gradually need to shift from a focus on 
discrete items, to a focus on comprehensive collections 
and links both within and outside of collections. 
Heather Morrison
http://tinyurl.com/y9yxtyj
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Citation Repository
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New kinds of collection
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Still need convincing ?
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Future Of Legal Scholarship
“The time to debate the role of blogs in legal 
scholarship has passed. As we approach the end 
of the first decade of the 21st century, one of our 
oldest and most conservative disciplines has 
clearly embraced the era of electronic publishing. 
Blogging has indeed transformed legal 
scholarship. Now it's time to move the dialogue 
forward.”
Georgetown University, Dec 2008
http://www.ll.georgetown.edu/ftls/
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Chemistry with a twist
“Unlike e.g. a journal, a blog is often (and certainly in 
this case) the effort of an individual. Journals on the 
other hand can last for centuries (see for example this 
link to the ToC of the worldʼs oldest scientific journal 
that has been in continuous publication for 355 years!). 
So how long should/can a blog last?
The last question leads on to whether blogs should be 
archived or curated in a larger sense?”
Henry Rzepa muses on his blog
http://www.ch.ic.ac.uk/rzepa/blog/?p=1459
• Citation: let others read your sources
• Author achieves this by publishing in the right 
place
– publishers, libraries make the rest happen
• Citer uses recognised location-independent 
mechanism
• Want something as simple for blogs
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A reminder
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Even the ephemeral is citable
Although tables were set up to record details of reports on 
schools by the Office for Standards in Education (the 
Ofsted_visit table), and the types of activities which speakers 
on GM issues were prepared to undertake (the 
Speaker_activity table), no data was entered into these tables, 
which were empty when the dataset was transferred to NDAD.
[9]
From GM Schools: http://www.ndad.nationalarchives.gov.uk/CRDA/
36/detail.html
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Ofsted_visit table), and the types of activities which speakers 
on GM issues were prepared to undertake (the 
Speaker_activity table), no data was entered into these tables, 
which were empty when the dataset was transferred to NDAD.
[9]
From GM Schools: http://www.ndad.nationalarchives.gov.uk/CRDA/
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9. Dataset Documentation Catalogue, reference CRDA/36/DD/1/2/1, 
pp. 5, 12, 17, 22; email of 22 March 2000 from NDAD to the DfEE; 
compliments slip accompanying floppy disk received from the DfEE on 
27 March 2000.
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• Institutions can provide mechanisms
• Authors need to use them
• Blogs need to automatically expose citable link
• “Permalinks” with a bit more “perm”
Solutions
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Credits
Screenshots
• UK Web Archive: http://www.webarchive.org.uk
• Internet Archive Wayback Machine: http://www.archive.org/web/web.php
• Intute Internet Detective: http://www.vts.intute.ac.uk/detective/
• ArchivePress: http://archivepress.ulcc.ac.uk
• DACHS at Leiden University: http://leiden.dachs-archive.org/citrep/
• DACHS at Heidelberg University: http://www.sino.uni-heidelberg.de/dachs/
Photographs
• Alexandria bibliothèque rayons by iJuliAn on Flickr. http://www.flickr.com/photos/
julian_pierre/3217062501/ CC:BY-NC-SA
• Itʼs elemental by Desiree Delgado on Flickr. http://www.flickr.com/photos/
desireedelgado/3273760287 CC:BY-NC-ND
• geneperm by CounterBreak on Flickr http://www.flickr.com/photos/gene-aquino/
3446137574/ CC:BY-NC-ND
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